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Punishment And The Defiant Student

If punishment is to be used for a defiant student, make sure you handle the situation with care. Do not
make a bad situation even worse.

Listed below are things that should be avoided when dealing with the defiant student.

1. Making too much of a minor incident. Do not over-react or create a situation just to make a point.

2. Sending too many offenders to the principal. Try to handle as many offenders as possible. If you let
someone else handle all of your problems, it will send a signal of weakness to your students.
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. Frequent repetition of the punishment. If you use the same punishment all the time, sooner or later it
will lose its effectiveness.

4. Lowering grades as punishment. This is unfair to the student's academic success. Remember, grades
measure achievement, not behavior.

5. Harshness. Do not humiliate the student. Justice should be shown with kindness.
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. Shouting. The teacher should preserve dignity atall times. Shouting brings the teacher down to the level
of the disruptive student. In some cases, this is just what the student wants.
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. Holding grudges. Forget what happened in the past. Once punishment has been administered, the case
should be closed.

The defiant student provides a serious challenge to teaching ability. Just like with other students, the
more we know about this type of student, the better the score will be in the end. Learn more about the defiant
student and search for ways of handling him/her.



